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F
rom the sports ground on the west side of town travel eastward along Seddon Street past the Theatre Royal Hotel until you 

reach Fifth Street. On the way allow time to stop and read all the information panels that have been erected. They tell some 
great stories about Kumara’s gold mining history and identify the sites of many former buildings in the town. Hard to imagine 
today that the Kumara Township and goldfields once had a population of 6000 and the town had nearly 50 hotels. Opposite 

Fifth Street the Kumara Inchbonnie Road branches off down the hill. A short distance down this road on the left hand side is a track 
leading up to Taylors Hill. This is a 30 minute loop track that gives great views up the Taramakau River to the east and a panoramic 
view over the Kumara Township. Taylors Hill survived the gold mining era because there was never any gold beneath it. 

Continue travelling east on the main 

highway out of town and watch for the 

sign which identifies the site of the former 
home of Richard John Seddon. King Dick as 

he was known was a legend in these parts 

during the gold rush days. A business owner, 

advocate for the working class, mayor of 

Kumara and finally member of parliament 
before he became New Zealand’s longest 

serving Prime Minister from 1893-1906.

History has it that the discovery of gold that 

lead to the 1876 Kumara rush was made 

on the terrace opposite the Seddon house 

site. Here in the bush in 1874 two down 

at luck miners Dick Cashman and James 

Connor decided to set up an illicit whiskey 

still. While clearing the site for the still they 

discovered coarse nuggety gold in the sandy 

gravel. They managed to keep their find a 
secret until 1876 when they were finally 
rumbled and once word got out the rush 

was on!

A little further up the highway towards 

Dillmanstown is the site of the old Kumara 

swimming baths. Well worth a closer 

inspection they were built in the 1930s 

during the Depression years. They were 

constructed from stones that had been 

unearthed during the sluicing operations on 

the gold field. Water was piped using the 
existing pipelines also from the gold mining 

days. Said to be the largest swimming 

complex in New Zealand at the 

time.

Back on the main highway travel 

a few hundred metres further east 

and turn right at the sign indicating 

Londonderry Rock. Follow the 

shingle road that runs alongside 

the water canal for about 500m 

until you reach the sign pointing 

the way to the rock. Drop down 

this road and follow it for 250m 

until you reach the car park. It is 

just a 10 minute walk from here to 

Londonderry Rock.

Londonderry Rock is quite 

possibly the biggest rock in the 

world, estimated to weigh between 3000 

and 4000 tonnes! In geological terms it is 

called a glacial erratic, carried here by the 

action of the huge glacier that extended 

down the Taramakau Valley in the last 

ice age over 10000 years 

ago. Local folklore has it 

that the rock was unearthed 

during sluicing activities in 

the 1880s and when it was 

dislodged from its position 

it caused such an almighty 

thud that it stopped the 

clock in the post office.

The route back to town 

follows the Kumara Walk 

which is sign posted about 

200 metres back from the 

carpark. Follow this track 

and keep an eye out for the 

impressive piles of tailing 

stones that were stacked 

here during gold 

mining activities. Some of 

these heaps were as high as 15 

metres and the boulders were 

extremely heavy. 

The resourceful miners 

developed a haulage system 

that comprised two parallel 

tramways on an incline. On one 

line ran a truck for the boulders 

and on the other a water tank 

fitted with wheels. The two were 
connected via a rope and pulley. 

Using the weight of the water 

tank when it was filled to force 
it down the incline it was able 

to counter pull the load of boulders up. 

Both truck and water tank were rigged 

to discharge their loads simultaneously 

so that the empty but heavier truck then 

pulled the water tank back up the incline 

as it itself descended. The process was 

then repeated once both truck and tank 

were again refilled.

The Kumara Walk track meets the West 

Coast Wilderness Trail after 500m. From 
the intersection ride straight ahead 

and just follow the trail and eventually 

Larrikins Road back to Kumara. Larrikins 

was the name given to a group of young 

diggers from the gold rush days. When 

they “washed-up” (collected the gold from 

their sluice boxes) they would send up 

a loud shout of “Coo-ee” This shout was 

echoed by each party in the bush until 

the call eventually reached Kumara. The 

proprietor of the Theatre Royal Dance 

Hall would tell his girls:”Get out your best 

dresses the Larrikins are coming to town.”
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